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JCCNV Performing Arts Series presents Clever Rachel and three music events in December 
 
FAIRFAX – The Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia continues its 2012-2013 Performing Arts Series by 
producing its first children’s theatre production, Clever Rachel, on Sunday, December 16.  The JCCNV also 
welcomes the Israeli youth choir Bein Hashmashot (Between the Suns) on the first day of Chanukah, Sunday, 
December 9 and the Mason Cabaret in Finishing the Hat: A Tribute to Stephen Sondheim on Wednesday, 
December 12. The musical ending to the JCCNV’s December 25 J Fest activities is a Fiddler on the Roof Sing-
Along. 
 
 
BEIN HASHMASHOT – Sunday, December 9 
This Chanukah the Partnership 2Gether project of The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington will bring the Israeli 
youth choir Bein Hashmashot to add a little more light to the Festival of Lights. Bein Hashmashot (Between the Suns) 
has been the official youth choir of Beit Shemesh since 1999, and for the past 13 years the choir has performed at 
every ceremony and major event in the City. The choir has created a tradition of high quality musical performance led 
by professional music directors. 
 
Bein HaShmashot is a melting pot of Israel’s Beit Shemesh society: old and new immigrants; religious and secular. 
Many of the teens come from the lower socio-economic groups in the city. These teens have come to advance their 
musical dreams and enhance the city that they love. In partnership with the JCCs of Northern Virginia and Greater 
Washington the choir will be performing in a variety of venues from December 6-13. 
 
The Bein Hashmashot concert will be held at the JCCNV on Sunday, December 9. The program will start at 3:00pm 
with arts, crafts and food, and the concert will begin at 4:00pm.  Tickets are $5; $3 for JCCNV members.  Tickets 
include latkes and sufganiyot (donuts).  Advance reservations recommended. 
 
 
FINISHING THE HAT: A Tribute to Stephen Sondheim – Wednesday, December 12 
Stephen Sondheim is considered by many to be the greatest composer/lyricist of the American musical. With works 
including Company, Follies, Sweeney Todd, A Little Night Music, Into the Woods, West Side Story and many more, 
he's left an indelible mark on the world of musical theater. Mason Cabaret, an educational performance company 
from George Mason University, will pay tribute to the unparalleled genius of Stephen Sondheim in Finishing the Hat: 
A Tribute to Stephen Sondheim. The cabaret event is directed by James Gardiner.  
 
Finishing the Hat will be performed at the JCCNV on Wednesday, December 12 at 8:00pm. All tickets are $20; 
proceeds support students pursuing a Certificate in Musical Theater as part of their undergraduate degree in Theater 
at George Mason University. Seating is limited to 100 for the performance.   
 
 
CLEVER RACHEL – Sunday, December 16 
Clever Rachel premiered at Baltimore’s Pumpkin Theatre this past spring.  “I found the play when I was looking for a 
Jewish-themed children’s theatre production for the Performing Arts Series,” said Dan Kirsch, JCCNV’s Cultural Arts 
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Director. “There were no touring Jewish-themed shows, so we decided to create our own production using local talent. 
We hope it is the first of many children’s theatre events we produce that celebrate Jewish families.” 
 
The play Clever Rachel is by Moses Goldberg, adapted from the book by Debby Waldman and other traditional 
sources. Rachel is smart, maybe the smartest child in the entire village, and she loves to solve riddles. Set in Poland 
in the late 1800s, Rachel struggles to understand her role in society as a young woman. Jacob, the smartest boy in 
the boys school, shows up to challenge her. Will they fight each other and become enemies or find a way to work 
together to make their village a better place?  
 
The production is co-directed by Dan Kirsch and Leslie A. Kobylinski, and features Megan Graves (Alexandria), 
Jacqui Farkas (Falls Church), Justin Mohay (Centreville), Scott Gaines (Gaithersburg), Eben Kuhns (Alexandria) and 
Sherry Berg (Falls Church). Kirsch most recently directed the Harvey Milk tribute play, Dear Harvey, at Diversionary 
Theatre in San Diego and the NYC International Fringe Festival. Kobylinski is the Artistic Director of First Draft at 
Charter Theater, a company dedicated to developing new plays and audiences. Her favorite directorial credits include 
Parfumerie and Jack and the Bean-Stalk at 1

st
 Stage. 

 
Clever Rachel will have two performances at the JCCNV on Sunday, December 16, at 1:00pm and 3:00pm. Tickets 
are $15, $12 for JCCNV members & seniors (65+), and $8 for children/students and groups for 10 or more. The play 
is most enjoyed by ages 4 and up. Seating is limited to 120 for each performance. 
 
 
J Fest and FIDDLER ON THE ROOF SING-ALONG – Tuesday, December 25 
The community is invited for a day of fun, food and entertainment at the JCCNV’s annual J Fest on Tuesday, 
December 25 from 11:00am-2:00pm. Highlights of J Fest include Kosher food available for purchase, arts and crafts, 
music, wild and crazy games and activities, moon bounce and other inflatables, a community service project, face 
painting, a balloon artist and more!  The fee for families (up to 6 persons) is $20, $15 for JCCNV members. 
 
At 3:00pm, there will be a Fiddler on the Roof Sing-Along, a FREE film showing as a musical ending to the JCCNV 
J Fest activities. Camp it up and enjoy the classics like "If I Were a Rich Man" and "Matchmaker" from the 1971 
Academy Award

®
-winning film. Let your inner Tzeitel, Tevye or Golde shine through! The film will be most enjoyed by 

ages 8 and up. 
 
Tickets for J Fest are available from the JCCNV by calling (703) 323-0880.  Admission to the Fiddler on the Roof 
Sing-Along is free.  Seating will begin at 2:45pm. 
 
 
The mission of the JCCNV is to offer quality programs, activities and services which emphasize Jewish culture, 
identity and values to people of all ages and backgrounds. The Center is a nonprofit social service organization 
committed to providing social, educational, fitness and wellness programs guided by Jewish values. The JCCNV is a 
partner agency of The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington. The JCCNV Performing Arts Series is funded in part 
by the Arts Council of Fairfax County, supported by Fairfax County. 
 
Single tickets for Finishing the Hat and Clever Rachel are now on sale online through www.brownpapertickets.com. 
Reservations for Bein Hashmashot and J Fest programs are available through the JCCNV front desk at (703) 323-
0880. Programs will be held in performance spaces in the JCCNV located at 8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax. All 
programs and dates are subject to change. 
 
For more information about the JCCNV Performing Arts Series, visit the website at www.jccnvarts.org or call the 
JCCNV box office at (703) 537-3000. 
 
-END-  
 
 
 
  

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
http://www.jccnvarts.org/


 
8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax, VA 22031            (703) 323-0880              www.jccnv.org 

 

CALENDAR LISTINGS 
 
 
Bein Hashmashot   
This Chanukah the Partnership 2Gether project of The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington will bring the Israeli 
youth choir Bein Hashmashot to add a little more light to the Festival of Lights. Bein Hashmashot (Between the Suns) 
has been the official youth choir of Beit Shemesh since 1999, and for the past 13 years the choir has performed at 
every ceremony and major event in the City. The choir has created a tradition of high quality musical performance led 
by professional music directors. 
 
Presented by the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia and the Jewish Federation of Greater Washington 
8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax, VA 22031 
 
Sunday, December 9, 3:00pm activities; 4:00pm concert 
Tickets: $5; $3 for JCCNV members. Tickets include latkes and sufganiyot (donuts). 
Advance reservations recommended through the JCCNV front desk at (703) 323-0880. 
 
JCCNV Performing Arts Series 
Dan Kirsch, Cultural Arts Director 
JCCNV Box Office: boxoffice@jccnv.org, (703) 537-3000 
For more information about Bein Hashmashot, please contact Laurie Albert, Community Engagement Director at 
(703) 537-3064. 
 
 
 
Finishing the Hat: A Tribute to Stephen Sondheim 
Stephen Sondheim is considered by many to be the greatest composer/lyricist of the American musical. With works 
including Company, Follies, Sweeney Todd, A Little Night Music, Into the Woods, West Side Story and many more, 
he's left an indelible mark on the world of musical theater. Mason Cabaret, an educational performance company 
from George Mason University, will pay tribute to the unparalleled genius of Stephen Sondheim in Finishing the Hat: 
A Tribute to Stephen Sondheim. The cabaret event is directed by James Gardiner.  
 
Presented by the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia 
8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax, VA 22031 
 
Wednesday, December 12, 8:00pm 
Tickets: all tickets $20; proceeds support students pursuing a Certificate in Musical Theater as part of their 
undergraduate degree in Theater at George Mason University.  

Tickets are now on sale through the JCCNV Box Office at (703) 537-3000 and online at www.jccnvarts.org. Seating is 

limited to 100 for the performance.   
 
JCCNV Performing Arts Series 
Dan Kirsch, Cultural Arts Director 
JCCNV Box Office: boxoffice@jccnv.org, (703) 537-3000 
 
 
 
Clever Rachel 
Rachel is smart, maybe the smartest child in the entire village, and she loves to solve riddles. Set in Poland in the late 
1800s, Rachel struggles to understand her role in society as a young woman. Jacob, the smartest boy in the boys 
school, shows up to challenge her. The play Clever Rachel is by Moses Goldberg, adapted from the book by Debby 
Waldman and other traditional sources.The production is co-directed by JCCNV Cultural Arts Director Dan Kirsch and 
Leslie A. Kobylinski, and features Megan Graves (Alexandria), Jacqui Farkas (Falls Church), Justin Mohay 
(Centreville), Scott Gaines (Gaithersburg), Eben Kuhns (Alexandria) and Sherry Berg (Falls Church). 
 
Presented by the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia 
8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax, VA 22031 
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Sunday, December 16, 1:00pm and 3:00pm 
Tickets: $15, $12 JCCNV members and seniors (65+), $8 students and children.  

Tickets are now on sale through the JCCNV Box Office at (703) 537-3000 and online at www.jccnvarts.org. Seating is 

limited to 120 for each performance.   
 
JCCNV Performing Arts Series 
Dan Kirsch, Cultural Arts Director 
JCCNV Box Office: boxoffice@jccnv.org, (703) 537-3000 
 
 
 
J Fest and Fiddler on the Roof Sing-Along 
This FREE film showing is a musical ending to the JCCNV J Fest activities (J Fest runs 11am-2pm and includes 
Kosher food, arts and crafts, music, wild and crazy games, moon bounce, a community service project, face painting, 
a balloon artist and more! – there is a fee to participate). At the Sing-Along, camp it up and enjoy the classics like "If I 
Were a Rich Man" and "Matchmaker" from the 1971 Academy Award

®
-winning film. Let your inner Tzeitel, Tevye or 

Golde shine through!  

 
Presented by the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia 
8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax, VA 22031 
 
Tuesday, December 25, 3:00pm 
Tickets: Free Admission at the door.  Most enjoyed by ages 8 and up.  
 
JCCNV Performing Arts Series 
Dan Kirsch, Cultural Arts Director 
JCCNV Box Office: boxoffice@jccnv.org, (703) 537-3000 
For more information about J Fest, please contact Laurie Albert, Community Engagement Director at (703) 537-3064. 

 
 
 
About the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia (JCCNV) 
Since 1980, the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia is dedicated to offering quality programs, activities and 
services which emphasize Jewish culture, identity and values to people of all ages and backgrounds. The Center is a 
nonprofit social service organization committed to providing social, educational, fitness and wellness programs guided 
by Jewish values. For more information, please visit us online at www.jccnv.org.  
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